






8. Eversource will maintain and operate the clearances of the crossings over Pequawket Pond, Saco 

River, and State land crossings at a height no less than what is required by the 2012 National Electrical 

Safety Code (NESC, Table 232-1). The Pequawket Pond crossing requires at least 22.1 feet of clearance 

for the Y138's 115 kV open supply conductors over water bodies suitable for sailboating that are less than 

20 acres and at least 20.5 feet for the underbuilt Line 347's 34kV open supply conductors over water bodies 

suitable for sailboating that are less than 20 acres. The Saco River crossing requires at least 30.l feet for 

115kV open supply conductors and 22.5 feet for both static wire and OPGW communications cable, over 

water bodies suitable for sailboating in areas between 20 to 200 acres. The actual clearance height over the 

two crossing locations are depicted on the attached Exhibits #6 and #7 and exceeds the minimum 

requirements. The State land crossings over former railroad ROW require at least 28.1 feet clearance over 

track rails ofrailroad for 115 kV open supply conductors (See crossing locations on Exhibits 2, 3, 4 and 8) 

and 16.1 feet of clearance over spaces and ways subject to pedestrian or restricted traffic (See crossing 

locations on Exhibits 5 and 8). The actual minimum height over all of the State land crossings that are the 

subject of this petition exceeds the minimum requirements. 

9. For the Pequawket Pond crossing, the 100-year flood level was established based upon FEMA 

flood zone maps for that area, effective date: March 19, 2013. For the Saco River crossing, the 100-year 

flood level was established based upon FEMA flood zone maps for that area, effective date: March 19, 

2013. This elevation is based on the national Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 1988). For the 

purposes of calculating clearance, the 100-year flood elevation was used, as it was readily available. This 

is higher than the 10-year flood elevation required by NESC and provides a conservative clearance 

requirement. 

10. A New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services statutory permit by notification 

(SPN) is required for construction access and work activities which involve the temporary minor alteration 

of nontidal wetlands, nontidal surface waters, and banks adjacent to nontidal surface waters and is 

applicable to the public water crossings. SPN's have been obtained in support of activities in Madison 

pursuant to SPN #2020-00530 and in Conway pursuant to SPN #2020-0556. An SPN is not required for 

work to be performed in Tamworth. Also, Shoreland Program Permit-By-Notifications (PBN) have been 

obtained for the for Saco River crossing location in Conway (2020-01608) and Paquawket Pond crossing 

location in Conway (2020-01611). Regarding the previously completed structure replacements discussed 

in Section 3 of this petition, there were no impacts to wetlands requiring a SPN. However, Utility 

Maintenance Notifications were submitted for other aspects of the work performed in 2017 which included 

those noted structure replacements. Additionally, as concerns those previously completed structure 
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replacements, there were nominal impacts associated with the shoreland buffer to the Pequawket Pond and 

Saco River, but those impacts were sufficiently limited that a Shoreland Program PBN was not required. 

11. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) does not regulate the subject portions of Pequawket 

Pond or Saco River as navigable waters. As a result, a crossing permit from the ACOE is not required. 

12. It is not anticipated that abutters on either side of the Pequawket Pond, Saco River, or State land 

crossings will be affected by this petition, as the Y138 Line is an existing line, and the crossing structures 

are being replaced and rebuilt within Eversource's existing utility easements. 

13. Eversource submits that the license petitioned for herein may be exercised without substantially 

affecting the rights of the public in the public waters of Pequawket Pond or Saco River, or in the State's 

land. Minimum safe clearances above the water surfaces will be maintained at all times. The use and 

enjoyment by the public of Pequawket Pond, Saco River, and the State's land will not be diminished in any 

material respect as a result of the replacement of the overhead line crossing. 

WHEREFORE, Eversource respectfully requests that the Commission: 

1. Find that the license petitioned for herein may be exercised without substantially affecting the 

public rights in the public waters and State lands which are the subject of this petition; 

2. Grant Eversource a license to construct and maintain electric lines over and across the public waters 

and State land as identified and described in this petition; 

3. Authorize Eversource to submit any future proposed alteration(s) to the amended licenses granted 

herein at least 60 days prior to undertaking any such alteration(s); and 

4. Issue an order Nisi and orders for its publication. 

Revised Petition, dated at Manchester, New Hampshire this 24th day of August, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMP ANY OF NEW HAMPSIDRE 
DIBIA EVERSOURCE ENERGY 
By Its Attorney 
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Erik R. Newman, Senior Counsel, Legal 
780 North Commercial Street 
Manchester, NH 03101 
(603) 634-2459 
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